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Introduced by Council Member Peluso:

RESOLUTION 2026-
A RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE FLORIDA LEGISLATURE
PASS HOUSE BILL 981 AND SENATE BILL 1066
“NORTHEAST FLORIDA RIVERS, SPRING, AND COMMUNITY
INVESTMENT ACT; DIRECTING LEGISLATIVE SERVICES
TO CIRCULATE THIS RESOLUTION TO THE FLORIDA
LEGISLATURE; REQUESTING ONE CYCLE’ EMERGENCY

PASSAGE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, Flowing north, the Ocklawaha River is the primary
tributary for the St. Johns River, which flows through the heart of
Jacksonville, Florida; and

WHEREAS, House Bill 981 and Senate Bill 1066, also known as the
The Northeast Florida Rivers; Springs, and Community Investment Act,
will require the Department of Environmental Protection to develop a
project plan for tﬁé restoration of the Ocklawaha River, create a
Northeast Florida River and Springs Recreation and Economic
Development Advisory Council, and requiring an Outdoor Recreation
Plan; and

WHEREAS, the City of Jacksonville supports the Northeast Florida
River and Springs Recreation and Economic Development Advisory
Council’s proposed membership of river recreation-related businesses
local to the Counties impacted, members of the Florida Fish and
Wildlife Conservation Commission, members of fishing groups, and
members working in parks and recreation, as balanced and vital to
making recommendations for this environmental restoration; and

WHEREAS, City of Jacksonville is supportive of the required

outdoor recreation plan which must identify and implement projects




S w N

~N oy o

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

for enhanced and expanded river and springs access for recreational
activities, such as fishing, hunting, swimming, wildlife viewing,
paddling, and hiking and insure public comment before implementation;
and

WHEREAS, it is important for Marion and Putnam Counties, both
bordering the Rodman Reservoir, to receive support and technical
assistance through an economic development program. The economic
development program must support projects that encourage job
creation, capital investment, and strengthening and diversification
of each county’s economy; and

WHEREAS, The restoration of the Ocklawaha River would once again
provide natural flood storage and water %iltration to the St. Johns
River, and fish and wildlife habitat. The/restoration would increase
the resiliency of communities along its boarders and reduce the flood
risks associated with aging infra§trq9ture faults; now therefore

BE IT RESOLVED by the Councii o% the City of Jacksonville:

Section 1. Request to the Florida Legislature to pass House

Bill 981 and Senate Bill 1066. The City Council requests the Florida

~ AN

Legislature pags{Haase Ei}l\g8l and Senate Bill 1066.

Section 2: \ Direction to the Chief of Legislative Services
Division. The Chief of Legislative Services Division 1is hereby
directed to provide a copy of this Resolution to the Florida
Legislature, the Duval County Legislative Delegation, the Senate
President, and the Speaker of the House.

Section 3. Requesting One Cycle Emergency Passage Pursuant
to Council Rule 4.901 Emergency. One cycle emergency passage of this
legislation is requested. The nature of the emergency is that the
Council would like to submit this request quickly to ensure the
Florida Legislature is able to consider the request before the bills
are taken up for final action.

Section 4. Effective Date. This Resolution shall become

- 2 -




effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective

without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: Brooks Dame, Executive Council Assistant
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\_E,% fertilizers ,a%q:m\.%w ns_mmwn energy
Limit use of fertilizers and Limitfootprint of docks
pesticides and bulkheads

Conserve water Do not discard monofilament
fishing line into the water

Install a rain barrel
Practice proper catch-and-

Do not harm or harass 3
release techniques

protected species
Landscape with native

Do not sweep leaves down
plants

storm drain
Place all litter and cigarette

Wash cars and boats on WiHs Fitrash dars

lawn not driveway
Discard hazardous
household materials (gas,
Do not release exotic plants  paint, drug, etc.) at waste
or animals pick-up sites

Collect pet droppings Keep all vehicles

Monitor and maintain septic ~ tuned
tank system

Protect wetlands

What can you do

The State of the River Report was funded through the City of Jacksonville’s Environmental
Protection Board (EPB). It is one component of a range of far-reaching efforts initiated

by Jacksonville Mayors John Delaney and John Peyton and the River Accord partners to
improve the health of the Lower St. Johns River Basin, Florida (LSJRB). River Accord
partners include the City of Jacksonville, St. Johns River Water Management District
(SJRWMD), JEA, the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP), the Florida
Department of Health in Duval County and local governments and utilities.

—~
UNF Marine Science
Institute of Environmental ,
Research and Education
PennState
Berks
NZ<,§OZEZ TAL
PROTECTION BOARD

Water quality

oy v |

Fisheries
Aquatic life

Contaminants

The Lower

St. Johns River Basin

The Lower St. Johns River Basin in Northeast
Florida has long been recognized as a
treasured watershed providing enormous
ecological, recreational, economic and
aesthetic benefits. However, during recent
years, it has also been recognized as a
threatened watershed. Though designated as
an American Heritage River in 1998 by the
U.S. EPA, the St. Johns River is critically in
need of resource conservation, water quality
improvement and careful management.

FISH KILLS

PROTECTED SPECIES CONCERNS

REPORT ALGAL BLOOMS

CHEMICAL SPILLS AND WATER POLLUTION

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS

WIDDLEBURS.

GREEN®
COVE
SPRINGS

ST. AUGUSTINE

N
@ HASTINGS

w:zzm%_. _ FLAGLER BEACH

L
CRESCENT CITY

Ewg.gim\sms\m:i
W Oligohaline lacustrine

M Freshwater lacustrine
south of Palatka,
freshwater riverine
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